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The National Gardens Scheme Elspeth Thompson Bursary
Administered by the Royal Horticultural Society
Application Guidance Notes

Purpose

The NGS Elspeth Thompson Bursary provides funding to amateur gardeners from community groups in England and Wales to create a garden or project with horticultural focus for the benefit of their local community. 
These projects should be aimed at bringing the community together by the sharing and acquiring of horticultural knowledge and skills and by inspiring a love of gardening.
No fixed amount is set but bursaries do not normally exceed £5,000. Funding could cover, for example, the cost of hand tools, plants, trees, shrubs, containers and seating.
The following items will not be eligible for funding:
	· Promotional costs (e.g. production or printing of leaflets)

· Hire tools (e.g. rotavators, JCB, shredders, etc.)

· Transport to visit gardens


	· Insurance cover

· Educational course fees or training costs

· Volunteer expenses

· Salaries




In completing the application it is important to clearly describe the project, state the anticipated short and long-term benefits to the community, how the project will be sustained in the coming years and why you think it should be considered for an NGS Elspeth Thompson Bursary.
Eligibility

The Elspeth Thompson Bursary can only be used to support projects based in England and Wales run by amateur gardeners within community groups, resident in England and Wales. 

Costs

In considering a proposal, the awarding panel need to see that a proposed project has been carefully thought through. In completing the application you are requested to supply a detailed breakdown of the costs you are seeking funding for. 
You should also state if you have obtained, or are applying for, funding from elsewhere and give the amount and the source. Applications without supporting financial information cannot be considered.

Site Images

Applications must include clear drawings and/or photographs showing the whole site on which the community garden or allotment is to be created. Failure to provide these may result in your application being disqualified from consideration by the awarding panel.
Timescales

Applications are considered in February each year with a closing date of 31 December of the preceding year. Applications can be made at any time during the year up to the closing date. Applicants will be advised of the outcome of their application at the beginning of March.

Application

Applications for the bursary are administered by the Royal Horticultural Society. Please complete the application form and email it to: ngsbursary@rhs.org.uk
Application Form - The NGS Elspeth Thompson Bursary

Please read the above Application Guidelines carefully before completing the form to ensure that you are 
eligible within the bursary fund’s terms of reference.
If you have a disability or special need that requires support, please contact us.

	1. APPLICANT ORGANISATION/GROUP


	Name:



	Location of organisation/group:


	 Purpose/nature of the group:



	2. REPRESENTATIVE MAKING THIS APPLICATION


	Title and name:


	Address for correspondence (including post code):



	Email:



	3. PROPOSED PROJECT (Brief Summary) – Outline in the box below the key aspects of your project and why you think it should be considered for an NGS Elspeth Thompson Bursary.

	

	4. 
DURATION


	Start date:

	Completion date:

	5.
BURSARY AMOUNT



	Estimated cost of the entire project: 
Total raised through other sources of finance:
Amount sought by way of a bursary: 


	£

	
	£

	
	£

	6.
PLAN OF ACTION – Please provide as detailed a plan of action as possible, this should include:

· The different stages of the project (e.g. start/middle/end date – including any key milestones)

· What is to happen at each of the stages? 

· How is it to be accomplished and who will be involved?
· What specific plants and trees are to be used (if any)?
· Have local suppliers been approached to source any materials?  

· What security measures are there to ensure any equipment purchased for this project will be safely stored or looked after?

· Is there adequate insurance cover in place (if relevant)?

· How will the project be sustained in future years?
· Attach drawings and/or photographs of the site  (Maximum of 6 images)


	

	7.
PROJECT COSTS – Please provide a detailed, itemised list of the entire cost of your project.

	

	8.
OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

	Name of organisation:



	Amount requested: £


	Successful?  Yes/No/Awaiting Response (Please delete as appropriate)

	Name of organisation:



	Amount requested: £


	Successful?  Yes/No/Awaiting Response (Please delete as appropriate)

	Name of organisation:



	Amount requested: £


	Successful?  Yes/No/Awaiting Response (Please delete as appropriate)

	9.
Declaration



	On behalf of the above named Community Group/Organisation/Charity I confirm that the information given on this form and in any supporting papers is to the best of my knowledge and belief true and accurate.  I understand that if I have given misleading information this will be sufficient grounds for cancelling this application. 
By submitting this form, you indicate your consent to both the RHS and NGS using the information provided to process your application and to both the RHS and NGS using material contained in this application, or in any accompanying documentation, for publicity purposes (including publication on each of their respective websites).

The RHS and NGS take your privacy and security seriously and will only process your personal data for the purposes stated in this form and in line with the Data Protection Act 2018.  
If your application for funding is unsuccessful, the data included in this application form will be retained for one year.

If your application for funding is successful, the data included in this application form will be retained for three years with the exception of your name, email address and the name of the organisation for whom you have made this application which will be retained permanently by both the RHS & NGS so they may contact you regarding progress of the funded project.    

Any reports and images produced in relation to the project will be retained permanently by both RHS and NGS for historical and archiving purposes in the public interest.  

Please see the RHS Privacy Policy on the RHS website and the NGS Privacy Policy on the NGS website on how both organisations process your personal data and your rights.
Signature:






Date:




Completed forms should be emailed to the Royal Horticultural Society at: ngsbursary@rhs.org.uk

The Royal Horticultural Society


Registered charity no. 222879/SC038262
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